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I’d like to thank my senior Senator from New York, Senator Chuck Schumer and my neighbor from across the border in Connecticut, Chris Shays for coming to testify today.  I have worked with both of them extensively on the issues we will discuss here today, and know how important these issues are for both of them. 

Mr. Chairman, I’d like to thank you for calling this important hearing today.  As a representative from the New York City area, my constituents and I are uniquely affected by the policies that the DOT and FAA implement at the New York airports.  However, I hope everyone realizes that New Yorkers are not the only people to whom this plan matters, when it comes to aviation, the entire country is affected by what happens in New York. 
Currently the airspace congestion over New York is unacceptable. Travelers in and out of the City’s major airports have to expect multiple hour delays as standard practice, and circling flights waiting for clearance to land have caused unnecessary noise pollution across my district and neighboring districts.
I don’t envy the task that DOT and FAA have to solve these congestions issues, and I have a great deal of sympathy to the difficult choices this decision has left.  However, given the complexity of the situation at hand, and the current troubles facing the airline industry, the decision you have reached seems well short of the ideal solution.
The need for some limitation on the number of flights at both JFK and Newark has become unavoidable.  The popularity of both airports far outweighs their physical capacity to accept their scheduled flights, much less additional ones.  However, implementing an auction on previously used slots as part of that cap, especially without the strong support of both the Port Authority and the airlines involved, seems like an unnecessarily difficult and controversial addition. 
The FAA has already made the questionable decision to implement the New York/New Jersey area redesign, which has led directly to an unacceptable increase in air noise for many of the residents of my district, especially in around the Town of Pound Ridge and parts of Rockland County.  This decision has only enhanced my inclination to question the judgment of the FAA’s priorities in the New York City area. 

I wonder, and I hope that this hearing will help to explain, why other congestion reducing policies that the participants who need to be involved have already expressed their support for have not been adopted or even considered.  
For example, if the decision has been made to bring in a cap, why has the FAA opted not to use the Worldwide Scheduling Guidelines? Why has the FAA failed to increase the number of chronically understaffed air traffic controllers, which will clearly result in a reduction in Congestion.  Has the FAA fully considered the congestion reducing benefits of adopting any additional policies that would create a more efficient and effective air traffic management system?
It is my understanding that during the many meeting held last year; the Aviation Rule-Making Committee came up with dozens of recommendations to reduce congestion.  Given that the plan currently being considered will lead to a prolonged and inevitable court battle, we would be better off doing everything non-controversial and cooperative we can to make sure the summer travel season goes off with as little difficulty as possible. 
Mr. Chairman, I look forward to hearing the testimony we are about to hear, and hope some of my concerns will be addressed. 

Thank you. And I yield back the balance of my time. 
